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0.842, a higher coefficient than the one obtained by Moore, using 
three-years averages in both cases. 

It seems to the reviewer that Professor Moore's "law of eco- 
nomic cycles" is not conflicting with that of Professor Mitchell. 
The latter gives an excellent account of what takes place in 
the business world during the four years of prosperity following 
bumper crops and the four years of depression following scant 
crops. Moore tells why the chain of events starts; Mitchell de- 
scribes the sequence of events resulting. 

Warren M. Persons. 

Colorado College. 

Statistical Atlas of the United States. Prepared under the super- 
vision of Charles S. Sloane, Geographer of the Census. 
(Washington: Department of Commerce. Bureau of the 
Census. 1914. Pp. 90 ; plates, 503.) 

This volume is the fourth in the series of statistical atlases pub- 
lished by the Bureau of the Census. To Francis A. Walker credit 
is due for the first use of the graphic method in census volumes. 
Colored maps were employed in the preparation of certain of the 
ninth census reports in 1871, and appear to have made a favorable 
impression at once. The Secretary of the Interior, in making his 
annual report for the following year, urged the compilation of a 
statistical atlas. Congress immediately voted the necessary ap- 
propriation and a large folio volume was issued in 1874. x 

Though graphic illustration was greatly extended in the census 
of 1880, no atlas was published. In considerable measure the suc- 
cession was kept intact, however, by the volume prepared under 
Mr. Henry Gannett's direction and published by Charles Scribner's 
Sons, Scribner's Statistical Atlas (New York, 1883). In connec- 
tion with the eleventh census the government returned to the task 
and issued its second atlas, in large folio size like the first. Mr. 
Gannett, as Geographer of the Census, had charge of the prepara- 
tion of the volume, as also of the atlas of 1903, which was thrown 
into the much more convenient quarto form. This last issue con- 
tinues the quarto form, but it reflects many of the changes that 
have marked the organization and work of the Bureau of the Cen- 
sus during the past ten years. The atlas of the twelfth census 

x This first statistical atlas was published in a limited edition and is not 
commonly available. 
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followed the general plan of the decennial enumeration of 1890 and 
was divided into four parts, dealing with population, vital statis- 
tics, agriculture, and manufactures. The recently published vol- 
ume contains sections upon mines and quarries, cotton, financial 
statistics of cities, religious bodies, marriage and divorce, and in- 
sane in hospitals. Thus material has been drawn from the special 
inquiries of the bureau as well as from the decennial enumeration. 
The abandonment of federal vital statistics is indicated by the re- 
duction of the part on vital statistics to one page of text and 
three plates; in 1903, the same subject was allotted 16 pages and 
25 plates. Population, agriculture, and manufactures receive 
about the same treatment in both volumes, though the number of 
plates dealing with population has been considerably increased in 
the 1914 atlas, and the number upon the other two subjects some- 
what reduced. 

The rule of economy to which the Bureau of the Census has been 
recently subjected is manifest in the atlas: color work has been 
almost entirely eliminated from its pages. The series of colored 
maps, made familiar by earlier publications, in which the distribu- 
tion of population in the United States is shown for the several 
census years, is retained and brought to date ; otherwise the plates 
are practically all done in black and white. The change undoubt- 
edly reduces somewhat the attractiveness of the volume. Never- 
theless, the black and white work is clearly satisfactory, is much 
less expensive, and permits the wider use of the cuts in the text of 
other census publications. 

In technical execution, there is little to be desired. The figures 
are uniformly well done and are printed upon a paper which gives 
a clearly defined outline. The choice of graphic forms for pre- 
senting the varied data is, in most cases, excellent. Maps occupy 
most of the plates, and properly so, since it is in the presentation 
of geographic variations that the graphic method possesses the 
greatest advantage over ordinary text. The dot and circle maps 
used in presenting the subject of agriculture are new to the atlases 
and decidedly pleasing. Among the geometric figures, the simple 
solid and shaded bars are most extensively used. The form is a 
satisfactory one and might well displace the divided circles which 
are used on more than a dozen of the plates. The age and sex 
pyramid which has figured so largely in some of the earlier atlases 
almost entirely disappears. Orthodox frequency curves are intro- 
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duced on three plates ; it is to be hoped that they will find a wider 
use in atlases of the future. All in all, from the point of view of 
the graphic method, the volume is a highly commendable piece of 
work, distinctly creditable to the Geographer of the Census, Mr. 
Charles S. Sloane. 

The principal question raised by the statistical atlas is the fun- 
damental one of the need for such a volume. As it stands today 
the atlas is practically a reprint of maps and diagrams previously 
employed to illustrate other publications of the Bureau of the Cen- 
sus. The question may fairly be put : Is the policy of segregation 
a wise one? Presumably these maps and diagrams have had and 
will continue to have their most effective use in connection with 
the tables and text with which they were originally published. To 
place them in a separate volume with the barest textual comment 
seems unduly to burden the graphic method of presenting facts. 
Frequently charts and maps greatly strengthen the textual expo- 
sition of a subject; they seldom serve as a complete substitute for 
editorial analysis. 

It is to be noted that the first statistical atlas, compiled under 
Francis A. Walker's direction, was not open to this criticism. The 
volume contains substantial discussion contributed by several of 
the most eminent authorities in the country. It drew materials 
from several sources outside the Bureau of the Census. The result 
was a book, full of interest, combining effectively a systematic body 
of facts not otherwise readily available. Scribner's Statistical At- 
las of 1883 presented a still more comprehensive range of subjects. 
It drew from a large number of sources, official and unofficial. 
Though inferior to the census atlases in arrangement and work- 
manship, the volume catered to a real need. 

It would be interesting to know how wide and strong a demand 
is met by this later work. Possibly the need justifies the cost even 
in these days when already collected census materials have not been 
tabulated and published because of the poverty of the service. But 
it is obvious that a return to the conception underlying the atlas 
of 1874, while it would impose added burdens upon those responsi- 
ble for the preparation of the volume, would yield an atlas for 
which there would be a clearer and more widespread need. 

Edmund E. Day. 

Harvard University. 
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